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On April 8, Jaime Incer, head of the Nicaraguan Natural Resources Institute (IRENA) told reporters
that five unidentified US firms are attempting to persuade the government to accept disposal of
toxic waste on national territory. In exchange for dumping privileges, he said, the firms are offering
large sums of money to be used for creation of new jobs, and training in the use of toxic materials
in electricity generation and road construction. Incer said the transnationals have been meeting
with local government officials in the Atlantic coastal region. He asserted that the government
"must not fall into this ecological trap by accepting contaminants that have been banned in
industrialized countries." According to Incer, the Costa Rican and Salvadoran governments recently
refused similar offers from foreign companies which seek to "transform poor nations into toxic
waste dumps." He added that Greenpeace has promised to assist the Nicaraguan government by
organizing a boycott campaign against the five companies unless they cease their attempts to export
toxic waste materials. According to Nicaragua Network, the following US-based companies have
developed proposals for disposal of toxic waste in Nicaragua. Camus, Granata and Associates of
Miami suggest electricity power generation fueled by used tires and inner tubs. Benjamin Thomas
has proposed power generation fueled by chemical and radioactive wastes. ALQUI would use
municipal incinerator ash in road construction and repairs. Finally, Bell Medical has proposed the
use of lead sludge in roadway maintenance and building projects. [Basic data from 03/25/91 report
by Nicaragua Network (Washington, DC); ACAN-EFE, 04/08/91]
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